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Introduction 

A. Introduction 
 
These Teacher's Notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and extension work in 
relation to the production of Apollo 13: Mission Control. We hope that this resource will assist your students to 
further enjoy and enhance their performing arts experience back in the classroom. The activities are designed 
for students from Years 9 to 12.  
 
The activities included in this resource, provide opportunities for students to explore the broad themes and 
style of the performance.  NSW Board of Studies syllabi have been used as guides for the planning of these 
activities.  You should consider adapting and rephrasing the questions and activities to suit the particular 
terminology, curriculum foci and outcomes used in your school. 
 
Some websites are suggested throughout this resource.  It is recommended that you first visit the sites and 
assess the suitability of the content for your particular school environment before setting the activities based on 
these. 
 
B. Classroom Context and Curriculum Links 
 
Apollo 13: Mission Control is a unique performance experience that highlights the critical moments of the 
Apollo 13 lunar mission disaster. Based on actual events, this production incorporates audience interaction to 
create an engaging and memorable performance experience. The involvement between the performers and 
the audience encourages a strong emotional connection to the drama. The audience not only learns important 
facts about the incident as they solve problems but also engages with key themes and issues related to 
courage, heroism, resilience and fortitude. This performance provides the classroom teacher with many 
opportunities for learning activities that link to the following curriculum areas: 
  
Drama: Making, Performing, Appreciating, Elements of Drama (role and character, tension, atmosphere), 
Improvisation 
Science : Components of the Universe, Atmosphere, Space Science 
English : The study of drama, responding to and composing texts, texts (media and multimedia) 
Physics : The Cosmic Engine, Space, Astrophysics 
 
C. Performance Event Description and Synopsis 
 
This performance dramatises the events of April 13th, 1970 and positions the audience within the action of the 
play by inviting them to participate in the Apollo 13 rescue operation. The drama centres on the issues that 
develop when an explosion aboard the space craft  threatens the lives of the space crew as supplies of water, 
oxygen and electricity for the command module are lost. Audience members are faced with an immensely 
challenging task as they work with the best minds in NASA to bring the stranded crew back to earth.  
 
The set for this production has been specially designed to create the interior of the 1970 NASA Space 
Administration control room. The detailed work stations that are in the design of the control room allow the 
audience to adopt roles as workers and observers at NASA. During the performance audience members 
interact with the performers, engage in decision-making and complete tasks related to the rescue mission.   
 



Curriculum Links

Pre Performance

English/Drama/Science

Activity One  - Researching Apollo 13: Mission Control 

1.1  Have students visit the following websites and read the information provided in the additional education 
notes for Apollo 13: Mission Control provided on the House:Ed website 
www.sydneyoperahouse.comteachersnotes .   
 
Wikipedia  - Apollo 13 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_13#Popular_culture 
 
Smithsonian Institute  - The Apollo Program 
http://www.nasm.si.edu/collections/imagery/apollo/AS13/a13.htm 
 
Ask students to research answers to the following questions: 
 
1. What was the purpose of the Apollo missions? 
2. What happened to the Apollo 13 mission? 
3. What was the cause of the accident? 
4. Who were the crew members aboard the space craft? 
5. How far away from earth was the spacecraft when the accident happened? 
6. What information can you find about other Apollo missions? 
 
1.2  Ask students to either discuss their answers or create a timeline of events concerning the Apollo 13 
mission. 
  
1.3 Students could use drama work to prepare a televised broadcast about the Apollo 13 mission. In the 
drama work students could use the speak-to-camera technique to give factual information as well as 
incorporate movement and tableau to create images illustrating details about the mission. 
 
1.4  Ask your students to visit the company's website to find out information about the production and the 
artists.  
 
Students begin by visiting the following web site:  
  
Hackman http://www.apollo13.co.nz/ 
  
Students then investigate responses to the following questions: 
  
1. What is the performance about? 
2. Look at the trailer and the photos of the production. From what you observe, describe how this performance 
might be different from a conventional theatre performance. 
3. Go to the link titled `Reviews'. What do the reviews say about this performance? 
4. Go to the `Hackman' link and see what else you can find about the company and the performers. After you 
have explored this section of the web site, give your impressions of the company. 
5. What are your expectations about this performance?



Curriculum Links

Pre Performance

English/Drama

Activity Two  - Apollo 13: Mission Control  and the Actor - Audience 
Relationship 
 

2.1 In this activity students will explore and discuss the ways in which the actor-audience relationship can be 
manipulated to achieve different performance outcomes. Begin this activity by encouraging a class discussion 
to identify the reasons why the performers wanted a particular actor-audience relationship for Apollo 13: 
Mission Control. 
 
2.2 As a class, create a common list of the types of actor-audience relationships. Ask the class to identify the 
theatrical techniques that can be used to create a particular actor-audience relationship. For example: the 
fourth wall, direct address, audience in role, use of space, etc. 
 
2.3 Students form groups of four. Each group is to brainstorm the various ways that the actor-audience 
relationship can be manipulated. Encourage students to refer to their study of various dramatic forms such as 
Realism, Epic Theatre, Ancient Greek Theatre, Theatre of the Oppressed, Kabuki, etc.   
 
Each group is to create a short performance moment or a frozen image to illustrate the actor-audience 
relationship for one dramatic form. Each group will present their work to the class. At the conclusion of each 
group presentation, students could identify the dramatic elements used to convey the particular actor-audience 
relationship for the chosen dramatic form. 
 
2.4 Ask the groups of four to work together again. Each group will be given the same scenario but will use a 
different actor-relationship as they devise their performance work. 
 
Common Scenario: A young person is accused of shop-lifting in a supermarket. 
 
Actor-Audience Relationship Option 1: The audience watch the performance from one end of the performance 
space as observers. 
 
Actor-Audience Relationship Option 2: The audience is seated around the action as observers. 
 
Actor-Audience Relationship Option 3: The audience is seated within the action as observers. 
 
Actor-Audience Relationship Option 4: The audience is seated at one end of the performance space but 
characters can address the audience. 
 
Actor-Audience Relationship Option 5: The audience members become characters in the supermarket (e.g. 
customers, etc) but do not interact with the actors. 
 
Actor-Audience Relationship Option 6  - The audience become given characters in the supermarket and can 
interact with the actors. 
 
Allow each group sufficient time to develop their performance. 



    Activity Two  - Apollo 13: Mission Control  and the Actor-Audience 
Relationship - Continued 

 
  
2.5  Each group is to present their work to the class. Reflect on the following questions at the conclusion of 
each performance: 
 
1. How did the actor-audience relationship make the audience feel? 
 
2. How did the actor-audience relationship make the actor feel? 
 
3. What skills did the actor need to help the audience maintain belief in the situation? 
 
4. When the audience was more active in the performance, what skills were needed to sustain the action? 
  
For extension, work on the ways in which the actor-audience relationship can be manipulated within a 
particular dramatic form. Visit the following link: 
 
Wikipedia  - Site Specific Theatre 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site-specific_theatre 
 



Curriculum Links

Pre Performance

English/Science

Activity Three  -The Science of Space Travel   

 
The information and activities in this section are suitable for Preliminary and HSC students of Science and 
Physics. If you teach students in junior years, the following website provides some useful, fun activities that 
relate to space and space travel: 
 
NASA Kids Club 
http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forkids/kidsclub/flash/index.html 
 
3.1  The following links provide information about the development of space flight. Students could visit the 
sites and collect information related to the development of space flight and the key individuals who made 
major contributions to the development of science in this area.  
 
About.com  - Inventors 
http://inventors.about.com/od/rstartinventions/a/Rockets.htm 
 
Wikipedia  - Robert H Goddard 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_H._Goddard 
 
Wikipedia  - Space Flight 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spaceflight 
 
Enthusiastic students might like to visit the following site for more advanced information:     
Rocket and Space Technology 
http://www.braeunig.us/space/index.htm 
 
3.2 This activity links to a web site that provides information related to topics that students study in Science 
and Physics. You might find these links useful as background research for the performance.  
 
Ask students to visit the link below and respond to the questions provided: 
CSIRO  - Australia Telescope Outreach and Education 
http://outreach.atnf.csiro.au/education/senior/cosmicengine/ 
 



Post Performance

Curriculum Links English/Drama 

 AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAcccccccccccctttttttiiivviiittyy FFoouurr -- PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPeeeeeerrrrfffffffffoooooooorrrrrmmmmaannnccceee RRRRRReeefffffflllleeeeeeeeccccccccctttiioonnn  

4.1 Students read the following reviews of Apollo 13: Mission Control:  
 
New Zealand Post 
http://www.nzfestival.nzpost.co.nz/news-and-media/event-reviews/121-review-apollo-13-mission-control/ 
 
New Zealand Herald 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/theatre/news/article.cfm?c_id=343&objectid=10588244&pnum=1 
 
Unitec Students Online  
http://www.usu.co.nz/inunison/reviews/apollo-13-mission-control/ 
 
Encourage students to reflect on each review by responding to the following questions: 
 
1. What was the general impression of the performance given in each review? 
2. What did each review identify as the highlights of the performance? 
3. What criticisms did the reviewers convey? 
4. How do the opinions of the reviewers match with your impressions of the performance? 
5. Choose a comment from a review that best captures your own response to the performance. Expand on 
the comment by discussing specific examples from the performance. 
 
4.2  The following questions can be used as guidelines for discussion or developing a written review of the 
performance.   
 
1. What were your initial responses to the performance? Often, using a  rating out of ten or twenty helps you 
to determine your initial  reaction. By answering the rest of the questions you will be able to  identify the 
specific strengths and weaknesses of the performance. 
2. Briefly summarise the narrative journey (plot) of the performance. 
3. What were the key issues and themes? 
4. How effectively were the themes and issues addressed? Describe one  example from the performance 
where you felt a theme or issues was  communicated powerfully. 
5. Describe the overall look of the production. How did this 
directorial/design aspect contribute to your enjoyment of the performance? 
6. Describe any specific features of the set design that you thought were  especially effective. 
7. What sounds/music or multi-media was used in the performance? How effective were these choices? 
Describe and explain one example of an effective choice from the performance. 
8. Discuss how the selection and use of historical material in the performance provided both factual 
information and conveyed a particular perspective. 
9. Analyse the acting in the performance. How clearly was character/role established? How strong was the 
use of focus, commitment and belief? Comment on the performers and their effective use of the expressive 
skills of voice and/or movement. 



Post Performance

Curriculum Links English/Drama 

AAAcccttttiivvityy FFiiivvvveeee ----  LLLLLLLLoosstt iiiiinnnnnnnn SSSSSpppppppppaaaaaaaaccccceee 

 
5.1 Begin this activity by asking the students to recall moments from the performance, Apollo 13: Mission 
Control, that focused on the experiences of the astronauts. Have the students identify the key themes that 
these moments explored. Encourage students to discuss how optimism, collaboration, courage and 
resilience were explored in these moments. Explain to the class that they will use the skills of balance and 
movement to represent some of the important moments and experiences for the Apollo 13 astronauts. You 
may want to provide your students with the information about the crew members provided in the additional 
online education notes. 
 
5.2 In this activity, students will practise some movement work with a focus on the drama skill of slow motion. 
This movement skill will help communicate the weightlessness experienced in space. Ask students to find a 
place to work individually. Instruct the class to walk through the space, avoiding any form of interaction with 
each other.. Advise them to be very conscious of their movement, including the way their arms are moving 
and the placement of their feet. After a short time, direct the class to halve the speed of their walk without 
losing any of the form or energy of their normal walk. Ask students to halve the speed of their walk again. 
Continue halving the speed until the students are moving in slow motion. Emphasise the importance of using 
muscle control to make their movements convincing. Repeat this activity;  this time, ask students to begin by 
jogging through the space. They will need to be conscious of their body posture, use of hands and arms, and 
the placement of steps to effectively create a slow motion version of their jogging movement. 
 
5.3 Working in pairs, students develop a series of balances where they lean against each other or lean out 
from each other to find a point of balance. This exercise also helps students experiment with the placement 
of weight and the use of muscle strength to find points of balance. 
 
 Each pair is to practise the following: 
 
· Balancing shoulder-to-shoulder 
· Balancing back-to-back 
· Balancing palms-to-palms 
· Balancing by holding both hands and leaning away from each other 
· Balancing by holding one hand and leaning away from each other. 
 
5.4 Body rolls are an effective way to symbolically communicate relationships between characters. This is a 
very fluid type of movement that requires the performers to use body contact to both support each other and 
to provide the impetus for moving to a new position. 
  
Working in pairs, students practise one or two of the balances from the previous activity where the partners 
lean against each other. Ask the pairs to create new balance positions where one of the pair initiates rolls 
against their partner's body. The rolls should be completed very slowly at first.  It may take the pairs some 
time to master this. Remind the pairs to maintain constant body contact with their partner.



     Acti viittttyyyy FFFFFFFFiiiiiivvvvvvvveeeeee CCCCCCCCCCCoooooooooonnttinued  - Lost in Space  

5.5 The class sits in a circle on the floor and discusses  the key moments in the performance where the 
experiences of the astronauts were significant. These may be when there were moments of great tension, 
humour, relief or joy. Invite a volunteer to commence this activity by choosing one specific moment to 
represent. Ask them to move into the centre of the circle and take up a frozen shape to represent one of 
the crew members in this moment. A second student enters the circle and finds a way of complementing 
the shape, posture and body language of the first student by creating a shape that adds to what has been 
created by them. Encourage students to use physical contact, which may include balance of some kind. 
Once the second student has taken a frozen position both students leave the circle and sit down. This 
exercise continues until each person in the class has participated in representing a key moment. 
 
5.6  This activity will require one or two lessons for preparation. Ask the class to work in pairs or groups of 
three. Each group is to create a short movement performance that shows three key contrasting moments 
in the Apollo 13 mission that focus on the experiences of the crew. Ask your students to use balances, 
body rolls and slow motion in their preparation and rehearsal. Allow the groups time to prepare and then 
present the performance work. 
 



Post Performance

Curriculum Links English/Drama/Science

 AAAAAAAAAAAAAcccccccccccccttttttttiiivviiittyy SSiixx -- TTThhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeee SSSSSSSSSpppppppppaaaaaaccce RRRRaaacceeee 

6.1 In this activity students will research the history of space flight and focus on the social and political aspects 
of the `space race'. They will prepare a short drama that will convey their impressions of the impact of space 
exploration on governments, society, culture and the world at large. This task will require significant preparation 
time. 
 
Ask students to investigate the following websites and gather information about the `space race': 
 
Wikipedia  - Space Race 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Race 
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum  - The Space Race 
http://www.nasm.si.edu/exhibitions/gal114/SpaceRace/sec100/sec100.htm 
NASA  - Why We Explore 
http://www.nasa.gov/exploration/whyweexplore/Why_We_09.html 
C-Span Video Library  - Social and Cultural Impact of the Space Race 
http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/287437-1 
 
 
6.2 Explain to the students that they are to create a short drama that explores the history of the `space race', 
and its political and social impacts. Remind your students of earlier activities that explored movement and the 
actor-audience relationship. They may wish to draw on these experiences in creating their short drama. 
 
Students should build two narrative lines into their performance. One narrative line will refer to specific historical 
and factual information about the `space race'. This could be conveyed through direct narration, dramatisation, 
parody and/or multi-media.  
 
Encourage students to create their own characters to focus on in the second narrative line in their drama. For 
example: they may follow a young Russian character who has an obsession with aliens and flying saucers; or a 
girl who has dreams of being an astronaut; or a present day couple who spend their retirement on a shuttle trip 
to the stratosphere. The two narrative lines should interrelate to show how the `space race' had an impact of 
political and social views. 
 
6.3  In rehearsals, review each group on a regular basis to check on the progress of their work. Ask students to 
refer to the elements of drama listed below to help shape their performance work. Provide constructive 
feedback on the development of plot, character, the use of space and the interrelationship between the 
narrative lines. Challenge students to clarify the keys issues and ideas they wish to convey through dramatic 
elements. 
 
Elements of Drama 
· Character and role                                · Situation                                 · Tension 
· Focus                                                    · Time and place                       · 

6.1 In this activity students will research the history of space flight and focus on the social and political aspects 
of the `space race'. They will prepare a short drama that will convey their impressions of the impact of space 
exploration on governments, society, culture and the world at large. This task will require significant 
preparation time. 
 
Ask students to investigate the following websites and gather information about the `space race': 
 
Wikipedia  - Space Race 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Race 
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum  - The Space Race 
http://www.nasm.si.edu/exhibitions/gal114/SpaceRace/sec100/sec100.htm 
NASA  - Why We Explore 
http://www.nasa.gov/exploration/whyweexplore/Why_We_09.html 
C-Span Video Library  - Social and Cultural Impact of the Space Race 
http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/287437-1 
 
 
6.2 Explain to the students that they are to create a short drama that explores the history of the `space race', 
and its political and social impacts. Remind your students of earlier activities that explored movement and the 
actor-audience relationship. They may wish to draw on these experiences in creating their short drama. 
 
Students should build two narrative lines into their performance. One narrative line will refer to specific 
historical and factual information about the `space race'. This could be conveyed through direct narration, 
dramatisation, parody and/or multi-media.  
 
Encourage students to create their own characters to focus on in the second narrative line in their drama. For 
example: they may follow a young Russian character who has an obsession with aliens and flying saucers; or 
a girl who has dreams of being an astronaut; or a present day couple who spend their retirement on a shuttle 
trip to the stratosphere. The two narrative lines should interrelate to show how the `space race' had an impact 
of political and social views. 
 
6.3  In rehearsals, review each group on a regular basis to check on the progress of their work. Ask students 
to refer to the elements of drama listed below to help shape their performance work. Provide constructive 
feedback on the development of plot, character, the use of space and the interrelationship between the 
narrative lines. Challenge students to clarify the keys issues and ideas they wish to convey through dramatic 
elements. 
 
Elements of Drama 
· Character and role                                · Situation                                 · Tension 
· Focus                                                    · Time and place                       · Movement and sound 
· Space                                                    · Moment                                  · Rhythm 
· Dramatic structure                                 · Symbol mood atmosphere     · Audience engagement 
· Dramatic meaning 
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