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Introduction

Introduction

These teachers' notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and
extension work in relation to Dschungel Wien's contemporary dance theatre piece of
Surprise! We hope that this resource will assist you to further enjoy your performing arts
experience back in the classroom. The activities are designed for students from Years
K-6. Creative Arts educator, Deidhre Wauchop, has prepared the notes.

Included in these notes are a number of activities that you can use with your students.
These activities provide an opportunity for students to explore the broad themes and style
of the production.

Syllabi written by NSW Board of Studies has been used as a guide for the planning of
these activities. You should consider rephrasing the questions and activities to suit the
particular terminology, curriculum foci and outcomes used in your school.

Some websites are suggested in this kit. It is recommended that before setting activities
based on these, that teachers first visit the sites and assess the suitability of the content
for your particular school setting.

Classroom context and curriculum links

Surprise!

The performance provides many opportunities for extension work in several subject areas
including:

CREATIVE ARTS

Dance (composing, appreciating, elements of dance)

Drama (role, improvisation, elements of drama, drama forms)
Music (organising sound, listening, musical concepts)

Visual Arts (subject matter, forms, artists and audience)

ENGLISH (Talking and listening, Writing)
PDHPE (Movement skills, elements of movement, communication, relationships)

MATHEMATICS (Working mathematically, volume and capacity, position)




Performance event description and synopsis

“So simple, so playful and so refreshingly free, Surprise is a show to delight young and old
and remind us that imagination need know no bounds... joyful and bursting with the energy
of invention and surprise”. Lowdown

How do surprises actually sound? Do surprises make noises? Can several surprises make
a melody?

Surprises are the best things that can happen! Most of them happen out of the blue without
being planned. The most beautiful surprises are neither intended nor wanted. Small
surprises give us the greatest pleasure and the big ones amaze us.

Complete with live music, Dschungel Wien's celebrated contemporary dance theatre piece
draws students into a wondrous world of surprises. A bare cubic space, two performers
and a pair of white wheelbarrows set the scene. This innovative and visually powerful
production explores the intriguing subject from every angle.










Activity 2: Art as Surprise Continued

Sounds/music/animations, for example:
University of lowa Farm Machine Music

NOTE: Some reference websites have been included at the end of these notes. It is
important to check these websites to ensure that current material is suitable for primary
students.

Scaffold the research with the following questions:

- Describe the artwork, poem, music, animation or performance.

- What characteristics of the work made it innovative, mysterious or surprising?

- Which parts of the work were most interesting to you?

- If you could ask the artist or director one question about the work, what would it be?













M.C. Escher
http://www.mcescher.com/

Bridget Riley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridget_Riley

Jeff Koons

Puppy
http://www.kaldorartprojects.org.au/pastproject.asp?
idExhibition=32&idArtist=137&idlmage=549

Patricia Piccinini
Nest (2006)

Thicker than water (2007)
The stags (2008)
http://www.patriciapiccinini.net/

Lewis Carroll
The Jabberwocky
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jabberwocky

Edward Lear
The Jumblies
http://www.nonsenselit.org/Lear/ns/jumblies.html

Philippe Genty
http://www.philippegenty.com/

Cirque du Soleil
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flIDB3FK7pl&feature=related

Circus OZ
http://www.circusoz.com/ViewPage.action?siteNodeld=66&languageld=1&contentld=-1




