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A. Introduction

These teacher's notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and
extension work in relation to the Sydney Opera House production of The Little Mermaid,
adapted from the Hans Christian Andersen story by Lior Navok. We hope that this resource
will assist you to further enjoy your performing arts experience back in the classroom. The
activities are designed for students from Years K-4. Music educator, Lorraine Milne, has
prepared the notes.

Included in these notes are a number of activities that you can use with your students.
These activities provide an opportunity for students to explore the broad themes and style of
the production

Your students will have a much more rewarding experience if they have completed at least
some of the activities before attending the concert.Syllabi written by NSW Board of Studies
have been used as a guide for the planning of these activities. You should consider
rephrasing the questions and activities to suit the particular terminology, curriculum foci and
outcomes used in your school.

Some websites are suggested in this kit. It is recommended that before setting activities
based on these, that teachers first visit the sites and assess the suitability of the content for
your particular school setting.

B. Classroom Context and Curriculum Links
Using a narrator with musical accompaniment, this production tells the story of the Little
Mermaid, who fell in love with a prince and tried desperately to fulfill her love. The music,
specially written by Israeli composer Lior Navok, is based on the instrumentation of Saint-
Saens' Carnival of the Animals. It is performed by the internationally renowned Silver-
Garberg Piano Duo with a chamber orchestra of eight musicians. Detailed information
including photos of the Silver-Garberg Piano Duo and a selection of their live, unedited
recordings can be accessed via their website at http://silvergarburg.com/
The performance provides the classroom teacher with many opportunities for related
learning activities that link to the following subject areas:
Creative Arts:
Music (Performing; Organising Sound; Listening)
Visual Arts (Making, Appreciating)
Drama (Making, Performing)
English: Talking and Listening; Skills and Strategies
HSIE: Significant Events and People; Cultural Diversity
PDHPE: Decision Making; Interacting



formance

Activity One - Tell Me a Story

Curriculum Links
English/Visual Arts

1.1 First published in 1837, The Little Mermaid (Danish: Den lille havfrue) is a fairy tale
by the Danish poet and author Hans Christian Andersen about a young mermaid willing
to give up her life in the sea and her identity as a merperson to gain a human soul and

the love of a human prince.®®

Either introduce the story of The Little Mermaid to your students or refresh their
memories if they are already familiar with it.

There are many excellent picture book versions in print. The school library may have
one or they can be sourced at local libraries. The following two examples are
particularly well produced and are true to the original Hans Christian Andersen story.

- The Little Mermaid, Hans Christian Andersen
lllustrated by Charles Santore
(JellyBean Press, 1993)

This beautifully illustrated version presents the translation by Mary Howitt who was a
correspondent and friend of Andersen. According to the cover blurb, she introduced his
work to the English reading public. Due to its length and faithful retelling, it is more
suitable for older students.

- The Little Mermaid by Hans Christian Andersen
Retold by Jennifer Greenway, illustrated by Robyn Officer
(Leopard Books, 1995)

This retelling, also very faithful to the original Hans Christian Andersen, is a condensed
version and would suit all students, particularly younger ones.




1.2 While there are a bundle of websites dedicated to The Little Mermaid, many of
them relate to the Disney version of the story. As it is quite possible that students
have seen the animated film, it is important to realise that the ending of the story has
been changed into a Hollywood-style “girl gets boy” affair thus losing the real essence
of the original. Therefore it is also important to know that the Sydney Opera House
production of Lior Navok's adaptation follows the original storyline, not the Disney
version.

- The Wikipedia site - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Little_Mermaid - is worth a
visit. While it doesn't include a full version of the story, it does give a true outline of the
plot.

- The site - http://hca.gilead.org.il/li_merma.html - gives a full and detailed transcript
of the story including a small selection of line illustrations.

1.1 Once students are familiar with the story, distribute a series of Question/Answer
Activity cards such as these for students to complete. Make enough copies so that
students have one each.

For very young students, the questions could be answered as a group activity with the
students then drawing the correct answer.

For older students, the filled-in cards can be used to check answers and then
arranged/displayed in the order of the story.




Sample Question/Answer Activity

cards

How many daughters did
the King of the Sea have?

Circle or tick your
answer:

*two

*four

*Six

When the Little Mermaid
was old enough to rise to
the surface, what did she
see?

Circle or tick your
answer:

*a castle

*a ship

*a dog

Who did the Little
Mermaid save from
drowning?

Circle or tick your
answer:
*a sailor

Who did the Little
Mermaid ask for help to
become a human?

Circle or tick your
answer:
*one of her sisters
*the Sea Witch
*her father

What did the Little
Mermaid have to give as
payment for her legs?

Circle or tick your
answer:
*her gleaming
fishtail
*her long hair
*her beautiful voice

Draw your answer here.

Draw your answer here.

Draw your answer here.

Draw your answer here.

Draw your answer here.




If the Prince does not
marry the Little Mermaid,
what will she turn into?

Circle or tick your
answer:
*sea foam
*a witch
*a lobster

Who did the Prince marry?

Circle or tick your
answer:
*The Little Mermaid
*The King'’s daughter
*His best friend’s
sister

In order to kill the
Prince before sunrise,
what did her sisters give
her?

Circle or tick your
answer:
*some poison
*a gun
*a knife

Where did the Little
Mermaid end up?

Circle or tick your
answer:
*in the sea
*in the air
*on the ship

Draw your answer here.

Draw your answer here.

Draw your answer here.

Draw your answer here.







It is important that students realise that when they attend the Sydney Opera House
production, they will be hearing new music specially written for The Little Mermaid which
uses these instruments.

2.3 The Little Mermaid's Instrument Gallery  worksheet (see pages 7 to 9) will help
students to focus on the instruments they will hear during the performance. Younger
students could concentrate on a smaller selection.

They complete the photo gallery by either finding or downloading photographs, or drawing
pictures of each instrument. They may comment on the fact that there are two frames for
two pianos; if they do, use it to get them to look out specially for the two pianists, both
playing grand pianos, during the performance.

As well as newspapers or magazines, many websites have downloadable pictures along
with sound bites of some instruments. And don't forget that Clipart is also a good source of
simple photos and illustrations - search under specific instruments at:
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/clipart

The Dallas Symphony for Kids site - http://www.dsokids.com - includes nearly all the
instruments used in The Little Mermaid score, missing only vibraphone, tam-tam, temple
blocks, maracas and wind chimes.

2.4 The following website is highly recommended as it contains not only pictures and
information on particular percussion instruments, but also a series of excellent video clips
of percussionist David Hockings talking about and demonstrating the instruments.

This clip shows the difference between a tam-tam and a gong.
http://www.soundjunction.org/percussionanintroduction,andthetamtamandgong.aspa

In this video, the first 3 minutes are dedicated to the tam-tam. Hockings demonstrates the
sound of the instrument using different beaters and talks a little about its origin and
construction.

- The site also features videos on cymbals, bass drum and snare, glockenspiel, marimba,
cowbells and temple blocks, and timpani.

Although these may be too complex for very young students, select short segments to
show. For example, in the video titled Cowbells and Temple Blocks, the first 50 seconds or
so consists of a very clear demonstration of the temple blocks (which of course are used in
The Little Mermaid score).

2.5 Once they have completed the Instrument Gallery worksheet, older students could
group the instruments into their instrumental families. The Little Mermaid's Family of
Instruments sheet is provided at the end of these notes for this purpose. (This could be
done as a Post-performance activity.)

It is important to realise that the brass family of instruments is not represented in the Little
Mermaid score. As students fill in the worksheet they should discover this for themselves.

- Discussion on where the two pianos fit could lead students to research this particular
instrument. If there is a piano in the school allow them to look inside as it is played; they
may come to realise that while the piano has strings, the sound is produced in a percussive
way - by hitting a key which in turn causes a hammer to hit the strings.
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Piano Piano

Flute Piccolo

Clarinet Glockenspiel



Xylophone Vibraphone

Triangle Tambourine

Cymbals Tam-tam

Bass drum Snare drum



Temple blocks Maracas

Tubular bell Wind chimes

Violin Viola

Cello Double bass






3.2 One ofDenmark's most well-known tourist attractions is the statue of the Little Mermaid
which sits on a rock in the harbour at Copenhagen, the capital ofDenmark.

“...This small and unimposing statue...was commissioned in 1909 by Carl Jacobsen, son
of the founder of Carlsberg, after he had been fascinated by a ballet about the fairytale.
The sculptor Edward Eriksen created the statue, which was unveiled on 23 August 1913.
He used his wife Eline Eriksen as the model. This statue has been vandalised several
times, but has each time been restored...” ¥

“...The Little Mermaid symbolizes the
fairy tale by Danish author and poet
Hans Christian Andersen, the story of a
young mermaid who fell in love with a
prince who lived on land, and often
came up to the edge of the water to look
for her love.

The sculptor has taken a certain "poetic
license" when creating The Little
Mermaid. She has part legs, part fish
tail, although the story by Hans Christian
Andersen clearly defines when she has
a fish tail and when she has legs. The
hybrid leg/tail arrangement was probably
done to make it easier to figure out who
she is, if you don't know the statue in
advance...” ®

This photo comes from:

http://www.hcandersen-homepage.dk/mermaid-the-little.htm

Many photos of the statue can be accessed on line which will help students see the
“hybrid leg/tail” arrangement more clearly. The above website brings up a good range
of different angles.

Use the students' knowledge of the story to discuss the “poetic license” taken by the
sculpture, Edward Eriksen.

- A 360° panoramic QuickTime click-and-drag photo can be found at:
http://www.panoramas.dk/the-little-mermaid/the_little_mermaid.html

3.3 ¢f The relatively small size of the statue typically surprises tourists visiting for the
first time. The Little Mermaid statue is only 1.25 meter[s] high and weighs about 175
kg..."®

Students might like to compare their own height and weight with that of the Little
Mermaid statue.







1. Way down in the depths of
the sea, where no man’s foot
has ever trod, and colourful
fish thrive, stands the grand
palace of the king of the sea...

Use your Little Mermaid’s

Instrument Gallery pictures to
find the percussion instrument
used to make the sound of the
rolling sea or crashing waves.

3. ...the Little Mermaid was
restless for the day she could
rise to the surface...she was
always pondering life above
the water.

Which special percussion
instrument marks time by
making a sound like a ticking
clock. Check your Little
Mermaid Instrument Gallery
pictures.

4. Then suddenly...the sea grew

rough. A storm was coming!

o=

Think of four words to
describe the storm music used
in The Little Mermaid?

2. She would ask her
grandmother, “Don’t human
children have fishtails?

And how do birds fly?”

d

Which of the strings plays
special music for the

Little Mermaid’s slow, old
grandmother. HINT: It's big
and can play very low
sounds.

5. So, the Little Mermaid
took the sword and quietly
entered the royal bedroom;
she found the prince and
his wife sleeping
peacefully. She drew near
him —and...

During this part of the

story, the bass drum plays
a heart-beat rhythm. As the
Mermaid draws near the
Prince, the rhythm becomes

Choose two of these words
to fill the gaps.
softer louder
faster slower







The following specific sites give access to print versions of five of the most popular and
well-known Hans Christian Andersen stories.

http://www.andersen.sdu.dk/vaerk/hersholt/TheEmperorsNewClothes_e.html
http://www.andersen.sdu.dk/vaerk/hersholt/TheUglyDuckling_e.html
http://www.andersen.sdu.dk/vaerk/hersholt/TheLittleMatchGirl_e.html
http://www.andersen.sdu.dk/vaerk/hersholt/TheSnowQueen_e.html
http://www.andersen.sdu.dk/vaerk/hersholt/Thumbelina_e.html

5.2 Taking a «leaf out of HC Andersen's bookZ, students make their own toy theatre and
puppets and use them to re-create their own stories.

Fairytales and folk stories from other cultures could be used here, including some of the
Dreamtime stories of Australian aborigines.

5.3 Using the core ideas of the stories, students could create musical chants with added
accompaniment.

For example, using The Emperor's New Clothes as their core material, one group
represents the officials and noblemen (How well Your Majesty's new clothes look!)
while a second group takes the side of the little child (But he hasn't got anything on!).
Taking words and phrases from the story, and where necessary adding new phrases,
the two groups come up with an appropriate chant as shown in this example.

Officials and noblemen: That pattern...so perfect!

Magnificent! Beautiful!

Those colors...enchanting!

A truly magnificent suit.

Child (and citizens): But he hasn't got anything on...

He hasn't got anything on.

There are no stitches for waistcoats or britches,

He hasn't got anything on!

Their accompaniment might simply be some body percussion patterns or it could make

use of non-tuned percussion instruments, or even be a rap-style backing sequenced on
GarageBand (or any other music sequencing program available to the students).




http://www.campdanmark.com/DenmarkReport/

http://en.

wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuisine_of Denmark




6.3 During their presentation, students could sing a verse of the Danish National Anthem
A Lovely Land is Ours. They could also hand out lyric sheets to the audience and
encourage them to join in.

Lyrics (in both English and Danish), sheet music, and audio files can be accessed from the
net. Some specific sites are given here.

(i) AUDIO FILES

An instrumental version of one verse (with a repeat of the second half of the tune) can be
heard on YouTube at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PF7gk_da9No

A vocal version of all four verses sung in Danish can be heard at:
http://www.danica-dienste.de/nationalhymne.html

(i) PRINTED MUSIC

A copy of the sheet music with Danish lyrics of all four verses can be downloaded from:
http://home.planet.nl/~jschoone/dk.html

A notated version with both English and Danish lyrics for Verse 1 only is also included
below for your convenience.

(i) LYRICS

A general search under Danish National Anthem lyrics brings up many websites with
varying translations. Some sites have the first phrase - A lovely land is ours - repeated.
However, this is not used in the Anthem; rather, the last phrase of each half is sung twice
as shown in this English translation of verse 1.

A lovely land is ours, Der er et yndigt land,

With beeches green about her, Det star med brege bage,
Encircled by the sea, Neer salten gsterstrand,
Encircled by the sea. Neer salten gsterstrand.
Her hills and vales are manifold, Det bugter sig i bakke, dal,
Her name, of old, is Denmark, Det hedder gamle Danmark,
And she is Freya's home, Og det er Frejas sal,

And she is Freya's home. Og det er Frejas sal.

“...Freyja (sometimes anglicized as Freya) is a major goddess in Norse Paganism...[she]
is portrayed as a goddess of love, beauty, and fertility. Blonde, blue-eyed, and beautiful,
Freyja is described as the fairest of all goddesses, and people prayed to her for happiness
in love. She was also called on to assist childbirths and prayed to for good seasons. Freyja
was also associated with war, battle, death, magic, prophecy, and wealth...”

- Students could follow the Danish words as they listen to the vocal version. Please note
that on the YouTube instrumental performance mentioned above, the second half of the
verse (from...Her hills and vales...) is repeated.
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Strings

Woodwinds

Percussion

Brass




@ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Little Mermaid

@ http://www.liornavok.com/

®) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark

@ http://56572.blogspot.com/2007/07/very-little-mermaid.html

®) http://www.copenhagenpictures.dk/mermaid.html

®) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Christian_Andersen

(™ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freya




