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A. Introduction
These Teacher's Notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and extension
work in relation to the production of Hansel and Gretel. We hope that this resource will assist your
students to further enjoy and enhance their performing arts experience back in the classroom. The
activities are designed for students from Year 4 to Year 6.

The activities included in this resource, provide opportunities for students to explore the broad themes
and style of the performance. NSW Board of Studies syllabi have been used as guides for the
planning of these activities. You should consider adapting and rephrasing the questions and activities
to suit the particular terminology, curriculum foci and outcomes used in your school.

Some websites are suggested throughout this resource. It is recommended that you first visit the
sites and assess the suitability of the content for your particular school environment before setting the
activities based on these.

B. Classroom Context and Curriculum Links

The Gruppe 38 production of Hansel and Gretel is an evocative staging of one the Grimm's Brothers'
stories that explores the often darker themes of early European folk tales in a highly entertaining way.
Two performers bring together storytelling, music, projected images and atmospheric lighting to create
many moments of surprise, tension and humour. The themes of hardship, courage, loyalty and
resilience that are explored in this production provide rich opportunities for extension in class room
work. The activities in these notes provide links to various curriculum areas including:

Music : Appreciating, listening

English : Listening, language structures and features
Visual Arts: Appreciating

Drama: Making, performing, appreciating.

C. Performance Event Description and Synopsis
Award-winning Danish theatre company, Gruppe 38, turns the tale of Hansel and Gretel upside down,
without sparing the wicked old witch and the wondrous gingerbread house.

A young brother and sister, Hansel and Gretel, are abandoned in a forest. They stumble upon a
delicious gingerbread house that is owned by an evil witch who secretly wishes to eat them. They
eventually escape and are reunited with their father. The tale of this abandoned brother and sister is
about fighting against life's difficulties, and distinguishing between good and evil.

Accompanied by an onstage musician, the narrator seamlessly transitions between the characters'
shared plight and magically illustrates the tale using light and projections.



Pre Performance

Activity One - Once Upon a Time

Curriculum Links

http://www.mordent.com/folktales/grimms/hng/hng.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hansel_and_Gretel




Pre Performance

Activity Two -
Extending the Story through Drama

Curriculum Links




Pre Performance

Activity Three -
Where are Hansel and Gretel?

Curriculum Links




Post Performance

Activity Four -
Hansel and Gretel

Curriculum Links




Post Performance

Activity Five -
Performance Reflection

Curriculum Links




Post Performance

Activity Six -
Contemporary Hansel and Gretel

Curriculum Links




Post Performance

Activity Seven - Hunger

Curriculum Links

http://www.feedingminds.org/levell/pri_level.htm

http://www.foodbank.com.au/default.asp?id=1,134,0,115

http://www.wfp.org/hunger

http://www.worldvision.com.au/40hourfamine.aspx
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