Music for
the Dreaming

Listen here: Classic Kids podcast series

The land where Music for the
Dreaming is set is Yuin country.
This land is on the South Coast
of NSW, stretching from around
Wollongong right down to the
Victorian border. You can see
a map of Yuin country here.

Aboriginal Seasons

The language the Yuin people
speak is called Dhurga and
some of the Aboriginal words
you hear in the podcast will be
Dhurga words.

Australia’s Indigenous cultures have more
seasons than just Spring, Summer, Autumn
and Winter. There are around six subtly
different seasons, each based around local
weather conditions! In the podcast you are
going to hear about some of these seasons.

Did you know that Aboriginal people are able
to tell the changing of the different seasons
from reading the land?
They observe things like the winds, rains,
position of the sun and moon.

You can also see a clip with a bit more
information about Australia’s Indigenous
cultures seasons here.

The Seasons Artwork
Activity 1

1. Think about the four traditional
seasons in Australia – Summer,
Autumn, Winter & Spring.
2. Choose your favourite season and
take a large piece of paper.
3. Find images or artworks that
represent this season. Think about
things like temperature, weather,
flora and fauna. You can even think
about how you feel in each season
and some of the things you like to do
with your family.

4. C
 reate a collage with all your
wonderful images. Have a think
about these questions as you work:
	
	
What colours can you use for
your season?
What textures could you include?
What feeling would you like
people to feel when they look
at it?
5. Display your finished collage and
get ready to use it in Activity 2.

Composing
a Soundscape
Activity 2

Create a soundscape to tell a
musical story about your chosen
season from Activity 1.
At the end of the project you will
have an artwork and a musical
soundscape to describe a season!

1. Sounds can be made using any
objects. Use things that you find
around the house, your hands, feet
or voice. You could even use things
like kitchen ingredients or utensils.
2. Now think, what is the quality of
sound that would best suit your
season and artwork? Summer might
have a light, warm sound like waves
crashing on the beach. Winter might
have a loud, cold and crunchy sound
like shivering or walking in the snow.
3. Take some time to compose your
piece. The final soundscape should
be about 30 seconds – 1 minute long.
4. Perform the soundscape with
your season artwork on display
behind you.

