MEDIA RELEASE
Wednesday 25 March
GP tickets on sale Monday 30 March

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE and UNSW BIG QUESTIONS INSTITUTE present

AN EVENING WITH STEPHEN HAWKING
Sydney Opera House, Concert Hall, Sunday 26 April 8pm
Ideas at the House is proud to partner with Cisco and the University of New South Wales to present An Evening
with Stephen Hawking, a night celebrating the phenomenal story of physicist and cosmologist Professor Stephen
Hawking.
Professor Hawking will join us from the University of Cambridge via the very latest in collaboration technology, for
what will be his first ever lecture in Australia. His daughter and co-author Lucy Hawking will be live on-stage in
the Sydney Opera House Concert Hall and fellow physicist and writer Paul Davies will give a brief introduction to
Hawking’s extraordinary life and work.
There are few scientists that can be said to have touched the public imagination in the ways that Stephen
Hawking has. As a physicist, he has deepened our knowledge of black holes, general relativity and the Big Bang
Theory, working on the basic laws that govern the universe. As the author of the international best-seller A Brief
History of Time, Hawking has introduced millions of scientists (and non-scientists!) to some of the most mindtwisting concepts in modern physics. Other best-sellers include A Briefer History of Time, Black Holes and Baby
Universes and My Brief History.
Lucy and Stephen Hawking have also co-written a series of children’s books about the adventures of George and
Annie, melding cosmology and adventure.
Professor Hawking is currently Director of Research at the Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical
Physics (DAMTP) and Founder of the Centre for Theoretical Cosmology (CTC) at the University of Cambridge. For
over thirty years he has lead the General Relativity group in DAMTP and he has been Principal Investigator of
the COSMOS National Cosmology Supercomputer since 1997. He is also the Emeritus Lucasian Professor for
Cambridge, a title that boasts Isaac Newton, Paul Dirac and Charles Babbage amongst its previous
holders. Professor Hawking has recently agreed to serve as an Advisory Board Member of UNSW’s Big Questions
Institute (BQI), a new research centre devoted to investigating the Big Questions of Science.
Diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, a form of Motor Neurone Disease, shortly after his 21st birthday,
Hawking has used a wheelchair and computerised voice system for communication for a number of decades. He
has consistently defied expectations and never let his physical restrictions limit his imagination or intellect.
In film, his incredible life was recently celebrated in The Theory of Everything, with actor Eddie Redmayne
awarded with both the Golden Globe and the Academy Award for Best Actor for his portrayal of him.
This is a unique opportunity to discover the true story of one of the greatest minds of the modern age.

Head of Talks & Ideas at the Sydney Opera House, Ann Mossop, said, “It is an honour to present Stephen
Hawking, one of the world’s most extraordinary thinkers, at the Sydney Opera House. I thank our partners for their
generous contributions, which will enable us to use cutting edge technology to present what will be an
extraordinary event. The Sydney Opera House has a mandate to inspire its audiences and be a meeting place for
the discussion of issues of local, national and international importance, and I can think of few speakers who better
ensure that we fulfil this obligation than Stephen Hawking.”
Cisco Chief Technology & Strategy Officer, Padmasree Warrior, said, "Cisco is proud to sponsor this celebration at
the prestigious Sydney Opera House for Professor Stephen Hawking and his extraordinary journey. Our mission is
to improve people's lives with technology and make events like this possible. We are excited to showcase
technology used in a creative new way and provide a unique audience experience. Cisco values the brave,
innovative thinking and perseverance that Professor Hawking has demonstrated in the advancement of science.”
President and Vice-Chancellor of UNSW Australia, Professor Ian Jacobs, said: “UNSW is proud to play a part in
bringing such a brilliant and inspiring scientist as Stephen Hawking to Australian audiences at what will be a
memorable event. It is part of our University’s mission to be an intellectual and ideas forum to discuss and debate
the grand challenges of our time and Professor Hawking is a scientific thought leader like no other. We are
privileged and excited that Professor Hawking has agreed to join the Advisory Board of UNSW’s Big Questions
Institute, as we strive to further understand the mysteries of the universe.”
Director of the Big Questions Institute at UNSW, Professor John Webb, said: “BQI is UNSW’s exciting new science
initiative. Co-founded with Mr. Darren Dougan, Professor Stephen Hawking, and others, BQI brings together some
of the most brilliant minds on the planet, to share ideas in tackling some of the most fundamental and intriguing
questions in modern science. Science is for everyone and an equally important BQI purpose is to form the bridge
between fundamental science and the general public, through outreach and through events such as this evening.”
Ideas at the House is Sydney Opera House’s talks and ideas program. It presents ideas, conversation and debate from
leading thinkers and culture creators. Ideas at the House online extends the reach of live events with unique
content. As well as a year-round program of inspiring events, Ideas at the House features the annual festivals All About
Women and the Festival of Dangerous Ideas, and one-day events Four Thought and Carnegie Conversations.
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